ATV Adventumiig

By Dennis “Ketchup” Cox

AIf you are reading this, you are
probably an ATV adventurer. Among
the many benefits of owning a quad
is the ability to get out and enjoy
beeutiful trails, gorgeous scenery,
and to explore different paris of the
country.

In this issue we take alockat @
French/Canadian couple that
embarked on one of the longest ATV
journeys we've ever heard of. This
ambiticus pair tock on the challenge
of traveling the Great Western trail,
which stretches across the middle of
the USA, going from the Canadicn
border all the way to the Mexican
border.

However, the Great Western is more
a trail in theory than in practicality:
While certain sections, especially in
Southern Utah, are well marked and.
easily accessible trails, most of the rest
of the Great Western is simply dirt

Srontage roads
or inaccessible
paths that exist
only on paper.
ATV adven-
surers Mare
Joinville and
France
Labonte’
embarked on
“heir epic

 9275-mile 7

cross country trip with GPS &
nates, maps, and ¢ wealth
mation for their nine-monts

. Originally, they had intend

travel only from Canada to &
Mexican border. Once they

. at the border ared, they exi=s

their irek even further. They
out on another journey aboars
pair of Polaris X2 ATVs, with &
tent frailer in tow. They tra

ey o the U.S. southern bor-
h Mexico, clear to the tip of
= peninsula at Cabo San
= Ater enjoying the sunny
o= Cabo, they climbed back
= their steeds and headed
%5 the Emerican border. In the
“hey racked up an addition-
00 miles to their 6000-mile Cross
iip!

et this adventurous cou-




ple and listened to the many high-
lights of their ATV adventuring [ was
envious. Imagine being able to drop
everything you're doing, take nine
months off from your job, and then
explore the country on a quad?

Certainly a fair number of serious
ATVers might be interested in doing
something like this. The reality of
actually doing it, though, is altogeth-
er different. After hearing all the
detailed preparation, multi-day
practice runs, and careful thought
and planning that went into Marc
and France's trip, it became clear
that this couple lives and breathes
off-road adventuring.

They clearly display the outdoors
spirit and determination that must
have existed in the first off-road
explorers, the early settlers who rode
in wagon trains. These hardy indi-
viduals traveled « long and hard
trip aboard provision-stuffed wagon
trains, braving the elements, the ter-
rain, and hostile natives along the
way. Well, thankfully, Marc and
France did not have to battle the
local Native Americans, except to
avoid the casino parking lots located
on the tribal lands they journeyed
through.

Embarking on an adventure like
this is certainly not for everyone.
Only the most determined and well
planned-out expedition could hope
to accomplish what this couple has
in the course of nine months of ATV
riding and exploring.

The payoff? Marc and France
have, to our knowledge, set a new
record for a continuous ATV journey.
Racking up 9275 miles while discov-
ering the majesty, beauty, and differ-
ing peoples of both the USA and
Mexico has given them some of the
most enrichening experiences in
their lives.

They now have numerous memo-
ries and stories of the different peo-
ple they met along the way. People
who reached out and helped and
encouraged them in their journey.
Like me, they were all a bit jealous
of the fact that Marc and France
were actually doing what we only
wish we could, an ATV expedition of
record proportions, What this teach-
es us all, is that every journey
begins with the first step. All-terrain
vehicles are a great way to experi-
ence the people, places and terrain
that make this sport challenging, yet
satisfying, on so many levels. The
next time you are planning an
extended ATV ride, remember to fol-
low in Marc and France's lead and
take the time to enjoy the view. Ride
on. O
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