WORLD'S LONGEST ATV RIDE_

There _m)ere numerous beautiful sigh
to behold on their joutney. THIS is
magnificent canyorn in: Ferron, Uts
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dYou have to admit, anyone willing
to spend nine months and travel over
9275 miles on any quad is serious
about their ATV riding.

Marc Joinville and France Labonte’
are two ATV adventurers that hold
the record for the longest ATV jour-
ney we've ever heard of. Not only did
this French Cemadian couple ride
their Polaris X2 800 4x4's all the way
across the USA, starting out in
Canada, they traveled an almost
equal distance from the tip of the
Mexican border near Glamis,
California, all the way to the end of
Baja at Cabo San Lucas, and then
back to the U.S. border!

This amazing feat was accom-
plished by this couple in a nine-
month time span that took a full four
years of planning and preparation on
their part. We met up with these hardy

adventurers at their campsite near
Lake Havasu at the Black Meadow
Landing campgrounds, near Parker,
Arizona. We wanted to talk with the
couple and get their inside story on
this remarkable journey. Here is what
they had to say about their trip.

CANADA TO MEXICO ADVENTURE:

Dirt Wheels: Tell us a little about
yourself, Marc.

Marc Joinville: My name is Marc
Joinville, I'm 47 years old and work at
a paper mill in Quebec. France
(Labonte) and I are a couple from
Quebec, Canada. We're been quad
fans for over 15 years. I guess you
could say I'm the kind of guy, whom
you should never say..."it's impossi-
ble, that can't be done.” I love chal-
lenges, and adventures are my main
source of motivation. [ love anything
that runs on gasoline.

i

When was the last time you felt you
racked up some serious miles aboard
your ATV? Marc and France have got all
of us beat.

~« What grander view than that of the
Grand Canyon? The answer: none.

DW: How about you, France?

France Labonte”: I'm 51 years old
and live in Kingsey Falls, Quebec.
You could say I aways want to see
“what's on the other side of the hill...,
of the curve. .., of the river..., of what-
ever....” ] love the outdoors. | prefer
motocross boots over high heels. My
perfume? Two drops of Castrol oil.

DW: What were the toughest parts
of the trip?

Moarc: Probably to sleep in atent for
ten months in remote and isolated
places. We also had to adapt our food
to our new lifestyle. We had lots of
non-perishable food and more than
our fair share of SPAM, especially in
Mexico [laughs]l. We had to adapt
ourselves to very different hygiene
habits.

DW: The Great Western Trail is an
off-road trail that runs from the
Canadian border to Mexico; while
not exactly complete, what was the
toughest part of navigating it?

Marc: We had to establish the route
to follow ourselves. On the Great
Western Trail not all the trails are
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Marc didn’t say whether he hit the steer and simply didn’t bother to remove the

New Mexico 7 #
. carcass from the front of his quad for the entire trip.

This French/Canadian couple got to see some of the most scenic spots in the USA.
as well as our southern neighbors on the Baja peninsula.

A slick kitchen was readily accessible on the back on one of
their machines during their trip. To make packing and
unpacking easier and safer from prowling animals, they
Beware of dog on board. Minnie was adopted by the couple chose to use one quad to pull the trailer and the other to
after they spotted her at an Indian reservation. stow food and cocking supplies.
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were inj

e trip was not without a spill or two. In this one the trailer took a tumble. No
eople or animal. 1in the tip .

ho wouldn’t want to take a leisurely ride along a great beach along the Baja
st. Next stop? Gabo San Lucas.

LONGEST RIDE

marked. Not many of them are
marked at all, actually. T had to use a
GPS, local maps and study them for
quite a while before embarking on
this trip. I also had to take into
account our needs to find food and
fuel throughout the route, all this from
our home town, which is over 2000
miles from the ride’s starting point.

DW: What where your challenges
during the trip, France?

France: I guess having to live in
very different environments. There
were mountains (altitude), forests,
deserts, and then having to cope with
the weather (cold, hot, rain, snow).
There were easily 1001 things to learn
before we started our trip.

DW: Any unusudl things you had to
do to get prepared for this trip?

Marc: We had to study a lot about
the basic wildlife awareness of the
areas we would be tiraveling
through. We had to be able to identi-
fy bear or snake habitats and be able
to recognize the differences between
these creatures. We also had to be
able to handle being in an isolated
region, and hone up on our survival
techniques. This meant having a
good working knowledge of first aid
and CPR. There would be no ambu-
lances or hospitals to take care of us
on the tradl. We had to fend for cur-
selves.

DW: Any other special tips you'd
recommend for someone looking at
taking a journey like yours?

Mare: Yes, make sure you know
how to use a GPS and read maps
correctly. This is one of the most
essential skills you will need. It also
pays to have a working knowledge of
toreign languages (English and
Spanish) for us, as we speak French
mostly up in Quebec. I would also
say you should have a good general
mechanical knowledge of your
machine and be able to affect any
repairs on it on the trail.

DW: Any problems with the quthor-
ities on the trip?

Marc: Not really, we read up and
respected all the different rules and
Tegs regarding the use of em ATV in
each of the states we traveled into. In
northern Utah the Rangers were not
ATV friendly at all but in the central
and southern part of the state they
were very friendly. That surprised us.
I guess they don't care for ATVers in
the northern part of the state. The
folks further down were great,
though. On our trip down to Cabo
and through Mexico, they were a lot
more lenient. They did not have
many rules at all for ATVs down
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LONGEST RIDE

Following the Baja coast line was a gas for the couple.

| there, but it was alse a lot harder to Marc: Polaris supplied us with o
get supplies and gasoline for our pair of their X2 800cc EFI two-seater
vehicles. ATVs. These machines performed P
i 5 : The proof is on the speedo. The couple
DW: Tell us a little about how you admirably. We went through 40 tires ,ackgd up 9276 milesptotal on their eiic
set up your equipment for the trip? between the two of our machines on journey.
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LONGEST RIDE

this 9000-mile-plus mile trip and had
15 flats overall. That was it. The
Polaris Quads ran the entire trip with
no other problems whatsoever. That
is a real testament to how reliable
they are. That's a lot of mileage.

DW: Where did you sleep on the
trip?

Marc: France and I camped out a
lot, using both a set-up tent and a
trailer tent, which I built on the back
of the trailer I custom built for our
journey. The complete setup on the
trailer tent takes less than five min-
utes.

DW: So you built the tent yourself?

Mare: Yes, [ use an old bunk bed
ladder, cut to the right length, as o
support. The bottom ends of the lad-
der are adjustable to accommodate
. uneven terrain. Both side doors

e become awnings in the open posi-
nlm;llnn‘nnsv - . tion. We also have two huge mos-

UtlityiWheels; [RlitngWheels & Rock i . | quito nets, which allow ventilation
=2 e 'z and visibility. There was no need for
modifications on the tent to install it
on the trailer. We picked up this
model because, at 26 inches wide
and 80 inches long, it was ideal for
our needs. It does weigh in at 120
pounds. though, so it's no feather-

PHONE 051.354,.8272 FAX 951.354.8509
WWW.OMFPERFORMANCE.COM
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BIVERSIDE CA USA

ek Vortex EF Interceptor

Vortex EFl Interceptors are designed to give the user
a quick and easy way to adjust the ever critical

airffue! mixture on their fuel injected machine.

Iy
& Units bolt-on fn 15-30 minutes
@& Instant Plug In Performance-no mods to wiring
& 30 Day money back guarantee from DOP

@& 1-year warranty from DOM
(DRI retail/direct purchases only)

& Waterproof

*Pre-Programmed with
performance (spark or fuel) maps

*Gives more power and better power!

Vortex CDI Ignitions
Vortex is the original inventor of the multi curve programmable GDI.

Vortex CDI's have been race proven in the ATV industry by Champions
worldwide. DRI works directly with Vortex regarding, R&D, curve mapping,
b, {eChnical support and general overall enhancement and growth of the
B . Voriex ATV ignition product ine.

ncan Racin lnternaﬂoal, Inc. - Exclusive USA, ATV Importer
Local and Int. Orders: 619-258-6310 -www.duncanracing.com
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